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Boston's  OLD  CITY  HALL,  constructed  during  America's  Civil  War, 
was  begun  in  1862  and  completed  in  1865. 


"Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  existed  as  to  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  new  City  Hall  at  a  time  when  the 
dark  cloud  of  Civil  War  was  hanging  over  the  country,  yet 
its  completion  is  celebrated  when  the  bright  beams  of  peace 
are  cheering  the  hearts  of  the  people.   As  the  work  on  the 
magnificent  Capitol  at  Washington  in  which  the  National 
Council  holds  its  sessions  still  resolutely  went  on  during 
the  dark  period,  so  we,  with  an  unfaltering  faith  in  the 
success  of  the  country's  cause,  abated  not  one  jot  or  tittle 
in  our  original  design.   The  inflation  of  the  currency  and 
other  circumstances  may  have  swelled  the  figures  on  our 
treasurer's  books,  but  we  believe  we  have  presented  to  our 
constituents  a  building  worth  all  it  has  cost. 

"We  would  dedicate  these  walls  to  the  cause  of  good  order 
and  good  government;  to  a  watchful  care  of  the  morals  of 
the  community;  to  a  zealous  stewardship  of  all  its  public 
interests.'   Let  the  narrow  spirit  of  party  and  partisanship 
stop  at  the  threshold  and  seek  other  theaters  for  the  dis- 
play of  their  intrigues.'   Let  official  power  be  considered 
a  sacred  trust  to  be  exercised  by  the  most  worthy  citizens  - 
the  possessor  himself  the  bright  exemplar  and  representative 
of  the  highest  standard  of  public  virtue.'   Let  wholesome 
laws  and  wise  ordinances  advance  the  material  prosperity 
of  our  beloved  city  and  the  personal  welfare  of  all  its  in- 
habitants.'" 


Mayor  F.W.  Lincoln,  Jr. ,  Boston,  1865 


"The  City  Hall  on  School  Street,  built  in  1862-65  from  the  designs 
of  Gridley  J.F.  Bryant  and  Arthur  Gilman,  was  one  of  the  first  public 
buildings  in  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  architectural  style  of 
the  French  Second  Empire.   In  its  pavilions  of  superimposed  columns 
and  in  its  mansard  roof,  it  shows  the  very  marked  inspiration  of 
Visconti  and  Lefuel's  work  on  the  new  Louvre  (1852-57)  in  Paris.  The 
changes  in  the  appearance  of  Paris  effected  by  Napoleon  III  greatly 
attracted  Bostonians  of  the  period,  who  sought  to  introduce  some  of 
this  elegance  to  their  own  city.   In  the  late  fifties  Arthur  Gilman 
had  designed  the  Hotel  Pelham  at  the  corner  of  Boylston  and  Tremont 
Streets  (now  destroyed  and  replaced  by  the  Little  Building),  which 
was  the  prototype  of  the  modern  apartment  house,  copied  from  Paris, 
complete  with  mansard  roof.   This  so-called  "French  flat"  system  in 
which  a  dwelling  occupied  the  whole  or  part  of  one  floor  in  a  large 
building  in  a  city  block,  rather  than  several  floors  in  a  smaller 
one,  was  a  direct  importation  from  France  which  greatly  changed  the 
pattern  of  American  life.   Gilman's  design  for  the  broad  tree-lined 
Commonwealth  Avenue  and  neighboring  streets  in  the  new  Back  Bay  re- 
flected Parisian  boulevards,  while  such  now  destroyed  buildings  as 
the  former  Post  Office,  the  Equitable  Building,  and  the  old  New 
England  Mutual  Building  in  Post  Office  Square  echoed  the  orders  and 
proportions  of  the  Second  Empire.   City  Hall  is  the  last  great  sur- 
viving example  of  this  style  in  Boston.   In  my  Boston:  A  Topographi- 
cal History,  published  in  1959,  I  observed:  'Inconvenient  as  it 
clearly  is  for  municipal  administration  today.  City  Hall  is  a  hand- 
some building  in  itself  as  well  as  a  landmark  in  the  development  of 
local  taste.  '  " 


Walter  Muir  Whitehill 
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Romanticized  laiiascape  and  mood  of  rendering  illustrate  the 
evolution  of  19th  century  architectural  styles  from  classi- 
cal to  romantic. 
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Side  Elevation  West 


This  west  facade,  as  imposing  as  the  front  elevation,  overlooks 
the  King's  Chapel  Burying  Ground.   This  majestic  west  elevation 

orientates  the  City  Hall  to  Tremont  Street  as  well  as  to  School 
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"The  Boston  skyline  is  changing  as  we  watch  it,  and  a  single  decade 
has  made  the  once  familiar  silhouette  obsolete.   Without  new  buildings 
there  would  be  no  New  Boston,  and  every  city  must  somehow  be  renewed 
or  it  fades  and  fails  and  soon  decays.   But  new  buildings  are  only  a 
part  of  the  story;  without  a  memory  of  its  history  any  great  city  is 
eventually  impoverished.   This  is  why  Boston  must  take  care  that  in 
acquiring  its  new  vitality  and  beauty,  a  most  precious  past  is  not 
lost. 

"The  old  City  Hall  represents  a  time  and  a  mood  which  is  now  very 
nearly  forgotten;  it  is  a  symbol  of  the  grace  and  elegance  that  our 
fathers  once  knew  and  loved.   As  a  City  Hall  it  cannot  meet  contem- 
porary needs,  but  as  a  building  -  of  its  own  time  and  place  -  it 
should  be  preserved.   Very  few  buildings  should  be  saved  as  monuments, 
but  new  uses  can  be  discovered  if  we  are  ingenious  enough.   The  Old 
Corner  Book  Store  is  an  example  of  what  can  be  done,  and  Faneuil  Hall 
with  its  enduring  meat  stalls  is  another.   If  we  take  the  time  and 
the  thought,  old  Boston  and  new  Boston  can  live  and  flourish  side  by 
side,  not  in  any  competition  or  disharmony,  but  as  a  single  city  wor- 
thy of  our  affections. 

"Boston  can  live  without  the  old  City  Hall,  but  it  should  not  have  to. 
It  has  a  right  to  its  memories,  and  this  is  one  too  precious  to  be 
lightly  set  aside.   It  can  be  the  test  o£  just  how  much  we  care." 
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Msgr.  Francis  J.  Lally 
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CITY   HALL,   BOSTON 
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Front  Elevation 


Boston  City  Hall  as  first  proposed  in  1860. 
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Vertical  Longitudinal  Section 
As  first  proposed  in  1860 
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Vertical  Longitudinal  Section 


City  Hall  as  built  in  1865 


